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  POELLATH advises management on sale of AKAD 

University to Galileo Global Education 

  

  Galileo Global Education Germany GmbH (“Galileo”) has acquired the distance learning 

university AKAD University (“AKAD”) from AURELIUS Equity Opportunities SE & Co. 

KGaA (ISIN: DE000A0JK2A8, “AURELIUS”).  

AKAD, Germany’s oldest state-accredited, private distance learning university headquartered 

in Stuttgart, specializes in distance learning for those who are employed and offers 78 study 

programs with Bachelor’s, Master’s and MBA degrees and more than 100 continuing education 

options. Around 12,000 adults are currently enrolled at AKAD University, most of whom are 

completing their studies while they are employed. 

AURELIUS acquired AKAD from Franz Cornelsen Bildungsgruppe in April 2014 and has since 

considerably repositioned the company. On the basis of a newly developed platform and mod-

ularization concept, 63 new study programs have since been introduced. Overall, the number 

of new students has increased by an average of more than 20 percent per year since the 

takeover. 

Galileo, headquartered in Munich, is an international education group and the largest private 

higher education group in Europe with around 170,000 students in 14 countries worldwide. 

  

  POELLATH provided legal and tax advice to the management with the following Munich team: 

 Dr. Barbara Koch-Schulte (partner, lead, M&A, private equity, management participation, 

tax). 

 Dr. Benedikt Hohaus (partner, M&A, private equity, management participation) 

 

About us 

POELLATH is a market-leading international business and tax law firm with more than 150 

lawyers and tax advisors in Germany. We stand for high-end advice on transactions and asset 

management. We offer legal and tax advice from one source. In our selected and highly  

specialized practice groups, we not only know the law, but shape the best practice in the  

  

https://www.gge-germany.de/en/
https://www.akad.de/fernstudium/
https://aurelius-group.com/equity-opportunities/
https://aurelius-group.com/equity-opportunities/
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market together with our clients. National and international rankings regularly list our  

professionals as leading experts in their fields.  

We offer comprehensive service in the following areas: Mergers & Acquisitions | Private  

Equity | Venture Capital | Private Funds | Real Estate | Corporate and Capital Markets |  

Finance | Tax | Private Clients | Foundations and Non-Profit Organizations | IP/IT, Distribution 

and Antitrust Law | Litigation and Arbitration. 

 


